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Appendices Attached – Unilateral Undertaking under s106 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) relating to the development of land 
at North Road, Glossop, Derbyshire  

 
 
1. Reason for the Report 
 
1.1 To seek approval to utilise s106 funding from a development on North Road, 

Glossop, towards play and park improvements projects in Howard Park in line 
with the Unilateral Undertaking.  

 
 
2. Recommendation 

2.1 That approval is given to utilise the s106 funding to deliver agreed play and 
park improvement projects in Howard Park, Glossop. 

 
 
3. Executive Summary 
 
3.1 The Council has responsibility for spending planning contributions arising from 

s106 agreements and Unilateral Undertakings relating to play and open space 
improvement projects. The Unilateral Undertaking resulting from planning 
application HPK/2013/0327 (land off North Road, Glossop) allocated a play 
contribution of £40,418.74 to the Council towards the costs of the 
development, maintenance and/or refurbishment, including the purchase of 
new equipment and/or other facilities at or in the existing Howard Park to the 
west of North Road in the vicinity of the site.  A sum of £31,632.06 was also 
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allocated for open space contribution purposes towards costs of the upkeep of 
the existing Howard Park to the west of North Road in the vicinity of the site. 

  
3.2 It is proposed that the play contribution is allocated towards refurbishing the 

existing play area in Howard Park, and the open space contribution is 
allocated towards a number of improvement projects in Howard Park as 
outlined in section 7 below.  

 
 

4.        How this report links to Corporate Priorities  
 
4.1 Delivering open space projects in accordance with s106 agreements will 

contribute towards helping to create a safer and healthier environment for our 
residents to live and work.  It will enable the development of a positive 
relationship with communities who will be engaged and involved throughout 
the project process, and will quite clearly see the benefits within their local 
community.  With s106 contributions focussed on improvements to open 
space and play, these projects create leisure opportunities focussed on 
improving health and physical activity in free outdoor provision. 

 
4.2 The s106 funds can be utilised towards play and open space projects which 

are needed but are currently unfunded, and this will also significantly reduce 
the risk of any funds having to be paid back.  

 
4.3 This also contributes to protecting and improving the environment through the 

provision of quality parks and open spaces and clean streets, as these 
necessary improvement projects will undoubtedly enhance the quality of play 
provision and the infrastructure in Howard Park, and increase access for the 
benefit of communities living in Glossop. 
 
 

5. Options and Analysis 
 
5.1 The Unilateral Undertaking clearly sets out that the contributions are to be 

spent on enhancing and improving Howard Park, and as such the funds have 
been received by the Council for this purpose. If unspent, the funds are at risk 
of being clawed back by the developer through a legal challenge. There are 
clearly identified much needed improvements required within Howard Park, 
and this money has been allocated towards such work in accordance with the 
Unilateral Undertaking.   

 
 

6. Implications 
 

6.1
  

Community Safety - (Crime and Disorder Act 1998) 
 
Improvements to the play facilities and park infrastructure in 
Howard Park in accordance with the s106 agreement, will increase 
the quality and use of this important open space, thus helping to 
create safe environments. Providing opportunities for the 
community to be involved in the decision making process, including 



the Friends group, will create a sense of ownership and respect of 
these facilities diverting young people away from anti-social 
behaviour.   
 

6.2 Workforce 
Project Officers will be delivering the improvement projects, 
working in partnership with community organisations in the area, 
including the Friends of Howard Park.  As this is a key park in 
Glossop, it will continue to be managed and maintained by 
Operational Services, supplemented by external contractors as 
required.  
 

6.3 Equality and Diversity/Equality Impact Assessment 
Throughout the development of the open space improvements, any 
new facilities or equipment will be inclusive for all. Within the 
design of the new play area, accessible equipment will be provided 
which will allow able bodied and less able bodied children to play 
together. Howard Park is free to use with some areas of good 
physical access.  
 

6.4 Financial Considerations 
These improvement projects will be met from the allocated s106 
funds - £40,418.74 for the play area and £31,632.06 for the park 
infrastructure projects, in accordance with the requirements of the 
Unilateral Undertaking.   
 

6.5 Legal 
The Council is accountable for the delivery of improvements 
through the planning obligations set out in the Unilateral 
Undertaking. These are legally binding documents requiring the 
spend of monies within the parameters of the agreement. 
 

6.6 Sustainability 
The proposed improvements will enhance the facilities available for 
play and active recreation within the local community around 
Howard Park and wider Glossop area.  New equipment will be 
durable and robust and will be designed for minimal maintenance, 
thus reducing the ongoing maintenance costs. Through working 
closely with the local community in the design and choice of new 
equipment and facilities, this will create ownership of the space 
within that community and help to sustain the future of the site. 
 

6.7 
 

Internal and External Consultation 
Colleagues in Planning and Finance have been consulted with 
regard to the obligations contained in the Unilateral Undertaking, 
and the monies available to spend. Within Operational Services, 
consultation has taken place with the Operational Team who 
manage the park, as well as playground maintenance, to propose 
the priority projects. Through working closely with the Friends 
group and other key community organisations, this will ensure that 
local people are involved in the project process and decision 



making.  All ward members will also be kept informed.  
 

6.8 
 

Risk Assessment 
The Council has a responsibility to ensure that facilities do not 
deteriorate to such an extent that they present safety issues to the 
public, and to try and meet the current and future needs of local 
communities.  The cost for these improvements cannot be met 
from existing revenue budgets and it therefore is acknowledged 
that the use of s106 monies, and any external grant funding, for 
this purpose is acceptable and in accordance with the agreements.  
 
 
 

Keith Parker – Head of Operational Services 
 
 
 
Web Links and 
Background Papers 

Location Contact details 

 Planning Portal/ Website  Sally Curley 
Project Officer 
Sally.curley@highpeak.
gov.uk 
Ext. 5688 

 
 
 
7. Background and Detail 
 
7.1 The Council has responsibility for spending planning contributions arising from 

s106 agreements and Unilateral Undertakings relating to play and open space 
improvement projects. The Unilateral Undertaking resulting from planning 
application HPK/2013/0327 (land off North Road, Glossop) allocated a play 
contribution of £40,418.74 to the Council towards the costs of the 
development, maintenance and/or refurbishment, including the purchase of 
new equipment and/or other facilities at or in the existing Howard Park to the 
west of North Road in the vicinity of the site.  A sum of £31,632.06 was also 
allocated for open space contribution purposes towards costs of the upkeep of 
the existing Howard Park to the west of North Road in the vicinity of the site. 

 
7.2 It is proposed that the play contribution is allocated towards refurbishing the 

existing play area in Howard Park, and the open space contribution is 
allocated towards a number of improvement projects in Howard Park as 
outlined below. 

              
7.2.1 The current play area in Howard Park is nearly 20 years old, targeted at 

younger children aged 0-7 years.  This is due to the formal nature of the 
park and the fact that the majority of play provision for children and 
young people is situated in nearby Manor Park. Repairs are needed to 
the equipment and safety surface, and so it is proposed that all the 



existing equipment and surfacing is removed, and a new scheme is 
developed for the space, which will include accessible play items.  The 
Friends group will be involved in the decision making process.  It is also 
proposed to include drainage work within the play space, at the time 
that the new equipment is installed, to address previous issues here 
which has contributed to the deterioration of the safety surfacing.  

 
7.2.2 The allocated open space contribution is to be targeted towards the 

following infrastructure projects;  
 

 Clearance and silt removal of the two accessible feeder ponds (£4,000) 

 Resurfacing of an area by the lake which has been badly damaged by 
wildfowl, with new more durable surface (£10,000) 

 Replacement of all benches and bins with new agreed style, whilst 
reviewing quantities and locations (£10,000) 

 Tree work (to be identified by Tree Officer) (£5,000) 

 Creation of circular walking route around the park with distance markers 
(£2,000) 

 
7.2.3 Built into this project is the need for sustainability and ownership by the 

local community, and the intention is to establish this from the outset.  
The Friends of Howard Park are fully supportive of these proposals and 
will be involved throughout the delivery stage, particularly with 
development of the new play area and park furniture. 

 
7.3 If the funding is spent on the above agreed projects, which is fully in 

accordance with the Unilateral Undertaking, then the council will be able to 
make much needed improvements to an important green space in Glossop. 

 
 
 

 
 


